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English Language
i)

The basic building blocks of the English Language are the 26 letters of the alphabets A-Z.

ii) Then, comes the separation of the vowels a, e, i, o, u from the consonants b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, r, s,
t, v, w, x, y, and z within the 26 letters of the alphabet.
iii) After which comes the words that combine to form the phrase, which is a group of words that expresses a
concept and used as a unit within a sentence.
Example of a phrase------- ‘without a trace.’ Thus, this phrase cannot stand alone for a complete sentence so it is a
sentence fragment.
iv) These phrases form clauses, both the independent clause or main clause and the dependent clause or
subordinate clause. A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb, while a phrase is just a group
of words without a subject and a verb. Only an independent clause or a main clause makes a complete logical
sentence, but a single phrase or even a dependent clause or subordinate clause cannot represent a complete
thought and sentence. Hence, they are categorised as sentence fragments.
v) The independent clause or main clause makes the sentence. Sentences are categorised as the simple
sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence and compound–complex sentence.
Example of an independent clause or main clause which also represents a simple sentence: ‘She eats.’ Here,
‘She’ is the subject and ‘eats’ is the verb.
Example of a dependent clause or subordinate clause : ‘When she got there,’ Here, the dependent clause or
subordinate clause is a sentence fragment as ‘When she got there,’ makes no sense. Therefore, the dependent
clause or subordinate clause joins an independent clause or main clause, to make sense. This makes a
complex sentence.
Example of a complex sentence: ‘When she got there, she eats.’ (‘She eats,’ is the independent or main
clause)

A compound sentence is a sentence made up of two independent clauses or main clauses connected by a
coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) or connected by a semi-colon.
Example of a compound sentence: ‘She eats a pizza but she does not like too much cheese with it.’
or
‘She eats a pizza; she does not like too much cheese with it.
(Here, ‘She eats a pizza,’ is an independent or main clause and ‘She does not like too much cheese with it,’
is another independent or main clause. Both independent or main clauses are connected by the
coordinating conjunction ‘but’ or by a ‘semicolon.’)
A complex-compound sentence is made up of at least two independent clauses or main clauses as in a
compound sentence and at least one dependent clause or subordinate clause.
Example of a complex-compound sentence: ‘ When she got there, she eats a pizza but she does not like too
much cheese with it.’
or
‘ When she got there, she eats a pizza; she does not like too
much cheese with it.’

vi) Of course, punctuations play an important role in the making of the sentence. So we have to make sure to use
the correct punctuation marks in the making of the sentence in writing.
There are 12 parts of speech:-

i)

verbs

ii)

nouns

iii)

pronouns

iv)

articles

v)

adjectives and determiners

vi)

adverbs

vii) prepositions
viii) conjunctions/connectors
x) interjections

vii) Finally, how we use words in a sentence, defines them to be a part of speech, namely, nouns,
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc…Below are some examples showing how words can be used in a
sentence which determine what part of speech they belong to .
Example 1: i) Please hand me the paper.
Here, the word ‘hand’ is used as a verb.
ii) Her hand is painful.
Here, the word ‘hand’ is used as a noun.
Example 2: i) They run fast.
Here, the word ‘fast’ is an adverb
ii) She is fast.
Here, the word ‘fast’ is an adjective.
iii) It is not easy to go on a fast when the sight of delicious food tempts one.
Here, ‘fast’ is a noun meaning to abstain from food.
Example 3: i) In the fall the leaves of trees are shed.
Here, the word ‘fall’ refers to autumn, a noun.
ii) She had a fall.

Here, ‘fall’ is also a noun, meaning dropped down
Example 4: i) The tree fell during the storm.
Here, the word ‘fell’ is the past tense of the verb ‘fall.’
ii) To fell a tree is not easy.
Here, the bare infinitive ‘fell’ literally means cause to fall or make to fall.’
Example 5: i) My mother is cutting a cake.
Here ‘cutting’ is the present participle to form the present continuous tense with the
Auxiliary Verb ‘is.’
ii) Cutting a cake evenly is not easy.
Here, ‘cutting’ is a gerund, which acts as a noun.
Example 6: i) My mother cut the cake yesterday
Here, the word ‘cut’ is the past tense of the verb ‘cut.’
ii) We cut the cake on our birthday.
Here, the word ‘cut’ is the present tense of the verb ‘cut.’
Example 7: i) The boom of a firework exploding is deafening.
Here, ‘boom’ is onomatopoeia used as a noun, to evoke the actual sound of a firework.
ii)

Population of a country increases during a baby boom.
Here, ‘boom’ is also a noun, which indicates a significant increase in births.

Example 8: i) The chocolate cake is delicious.
Here, ‘chocolate’ is an adjective describing the cake.
ii) The chocolate is delicious.
Here, ‘chocolate’ is a noun.
From the 8 examples given above, we can say that to determine what part of speech a word belongs to
in a sentence, we have to decide how the word is being used in the sentence.

